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Meeting Minutes
October 2, 2014
4:00 p.m.
Attendance: Patti Anania (Chair), Greg Radlinski, Ernest McDuffie, Keith Johnson, Danny Ferreira, Danny Becton, Diane Brown, Pat Schorr, George Spencer, John Campbell, Abner Davis
Excused: Ted Wendler, Marc El Hassan, Leroy Kelly
Absent: Alex Marerro, James Edwards
Also: Tommy Carter – Council Auditor’s Office; Jeff Clements – City Council Research
Chairwoman Anania convened the meeting at 4:01 p.m. with a quorum present.  
Minutes

The revised minutes of the September 4, 2014 commission meeting were approved as distributed.
Public comment
Five members of the general public (Kevin Smith, Rosa Carter, Sedley Huey, Levy Wilcox, Alfred Bryant) asked the commission to recommend to the City Council that it amend pending Ordinance 2014-306 (amending and reorganizing the City Procurement Code) to include the full language of federal Executive Order 11246 (Equal Employment Opportunity) in the new Part 10 of the Procurement Code – Federal Affirmative Action Compliance. Speakers commented on Jacksonville’s long history of racial discrimination and of disparity in minority contracting opportunities with the City and said that the City needs specific minority contracting participation goals clearly spelled out in the Procurement Code.
Auditor’s report

Tommy Carter of the Council Auditor’s Office reported that his office had issued one report since the last meeting - #754, Tax Collector’s Office – Collection and Remittance of City Funds. The Auditor’s Office will be resuming normal audit work with the completion of the budget process last week.
Committee reports
Legislative Tracking Committee
Chairman Radlinski reported that the committee had met last week, reviewed a number of bills and made the following recommendations:
2014-653 (urging the Mayor to pursue a final resolution of the litigation entitled Randall Wyse, et al, vs. City of Jacksonville, et al, seeking to determine the validity of the “30 year agreement” between the City and the Police and Fire Pension Fund Board of Trustees): the committee noted the TRUE Commission’s previous advocacy for a resolution to the dispute over the status of the 30 year agreement.

Motion: that the TRUE Commission supports passage of 2014-653 as a step toward ultimate resolution of the questions surrounding the legality of the 30 year agreement – approved 11-0.

2014-642 (appropriating $700,000 in federal grant funds for after-school educational enrichment programs at 3 elementary schools): the committee discussed the purpose and criteria of the grant program received from the Jacksonville Children’s Commission and the City’s responsibility for providing after-school programs rather than it being a function performed by the School Board.
Motion: that the TRUE Commission opposes passage of 2014-642 on the grounds that the cost per student attending seems excessive and the commission questions the appropriateness of the government providing this service at taxpayer expense – approved 11-0.
Commissioner McDuffie called the commission’s attention to pending Ordinance 2014-206 discussed by the members of the general public in the Public Comment portion of the meeting earlier and stated that federal procurement regulations apply to all procurement done using federal funds, including grants for programs such as contemplated in 2014-642. Commissioners Becton and Davis said the commission does not know enough about federal grant requirements to be able to form an opinion one way or another as to whether minority procurement programs would apply to grant funding or not, and felt that the Jacksonville Children’s Commission staff should be consulted about the potential application of procurement regulations to grant-funded programs before taking any positions relating to that issue.
2014-651 (appropriating $317,461 to fund the costs of the special election for Florida House District 13): Commissioner Johnson questioned why Rep. Reggie Fullwood is not made to bear some responsibility for the cost of the special election since it was his failure to file complete qualifying papers (due to an error by a notary public) to run unopposed for re-election to the seat that caused the need for the special election and the costs that entails.
Audit Committee
Chairwoman Anania reported that the committee had not held an October meeting. Commissioner Campbell has agreed to report on Report #753 (Budget Summary for the Quarter Ended June 30, 2014) and Commissioner Brown volunteered to review Audit #754 (Tax Collector’s Office – Collection and Remittance of City Funds).
Chair’s Comments
Chairwoman Anania welcomed new commissioner Abner Davis representing the Southwest CPAC.  She noted, in relation to earlier discussion, that 2014-306 is still being deferred in City Council pending a meeting of Council Member Lee with the Procurement Division, Office of General Counsel, and other interested parties. The Office of General Counsel is conducting research on several legal questions relating to minority procurement, so she prefers to wait for the results of that meeting and legal research before the TRUE Commission determines how it wants to proceed. Commissioner McDuffie said that the federal Executive Order 11246 applies to employment using federal funds as well as to procurement, so the City should be bound in its employment practices by the requirements of the executive order.

Old Business
None

New Business
None
Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Campbell requested that the Public Works Department be invited to attend the next commission meeting in order to answer questions relating to Audit #748 (Budget Summary for the Quarter Ended March 31, 2014).

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:47 p.m.
Posted 11.13.14
4:30 p.m.
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